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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claim 1 without prejudice and amend claims 2, 8, 1 1, 14-19 and 

21 so that the claims read as follows: 
Cldm 1 (Cancelled). 

2. (Ctarently Amended) The method of claim [1] 19 further comprising securing said 
outboard edges of said front body panels to said outboard edges of said rear body 
panels on opposite sides of said absorbent composite respectively, 

Cl^m 3 (Cancelled). 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 wherein said backsheet and said 
retention portion are each laterally expandable between at least a folded 
configuration, wherein said backsheet and said retention portion are interfolded, and 
an expanded configuration, wherein said backsheet and said retention portion are 
substantially fiat, and wherein said absorbent composite has a first width when in said 
folded configuration and wherein said absorbent composite has a second width when 
in said expanded configuration. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein said opposite ends of said absorbent 
composite are capable of being independently, laterally expanded to said expanded 
configuration while at least an intermediate portion of said absorbent composite 
remains in said folded configuration. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the difference between said second 
width and said first width divided by said first width is greater than 0. 1 . 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 wherein said topsbeet comprises at 
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least one fold interfolded with said back sheet and said retention portion. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [1] 12 fUrther comprising providing an 
extensible cover disposed over said absorbent composite. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein said extensible cover provides an 
elongation of at least about 1 cm when subjected to a tensile force of 1 1.8 g/cm. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein said extensible cover provides a 
sustained deformation of at least about 20% when subjected to a tensile force of 19.70 
g/cm and then allowed to relax, after removal of said tensile force, for a period of 1 



minute. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim (1] 12 wherein said topsheet is 
extensible. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein said topsheet provides an elongation 
of at least about 1 cm when subjected to a tensile force of 11.8 g/cm. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said topsheet provides a sustained 
deformation of at least about 20% when subjected to a tensile force of 19.70 g/cm and 
then allowed to relax, after removal of said tensile force, for a period of 1 minute. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [1] 19 further comprising providing an 
elastic member disposed along at least a portion of one of said opposite side regions 
of said absorbent composite. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [1] 19 further comprising providing a 
barrier layer disposed between said backsheet and said retention portion. 
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16. (Cunently Amended) The method of claim [1] li further comprising providing an 
elastic member connected to and extending laterally along the opposite ends of said 
absorbent composite. 

17. (CurrenUy Amended) The method of claim [1 1 19 wherein said pairs of front and 
rear body panels are made of an elastic material. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of clabn [1] 19 wherein each of said front and 
rear body panels extend laterally outward from said side regions of said opposite ends 
of smd absorbent composite respectively. 

19. (Currently Ampnrf«.f^^ A method of ass embling an expandable absorbent garment 
comprising; 

prnvidlng an absorbent composite having a le nath. opposite ends and Qpposjte 
side regions- said absorbent composite comprisin g a backshcet. a topsheet wd a 
retention portion disposed between smd backshee t and said tomheet, wherein said 
backsheet comprises at least nne fold form ed along at least one of said opposite side 
regions. TliQ method ofcldm 1 wherein said retention portion comprises at least one fold 
formed along of at least one of said opposite side regions, wherein said at least one fold 
of said retention portion is interfolded with said at least one fold of said backsheet, 
whCTcin said absorbent composite is laterally expandable at least at said opposite ends 
thereof, wherein said at least one fold of each of said ba cksheet and said retention 
irtion is unfoldable along at least said oppos ite ends of said absorbent composite; 
providing a pair of front bodv panels having latera l inboard and outboard 

edges; 

providing a pair of rear bodv panels having lateral i nboard and outboard edges; 
securing said inboard edges of said front bodv pane ls to said opposite side 
regions of said absorbent composite at one of said op posite ends of said absorbent 
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composite: and 

..iH mhn^rd edg ^^ r^f .^id rc^ar bodv Panels to said opposite sirfg 
r.p.nn. of ^aid abo-^H ^nt rnmnn.ite said other of sairl oppostte ends of sai4 
absorbent composite , 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 wherein said top sheet extends the 
entire length of said absorbent composite, and wherein said top sheet is not 
interfolded with said back sheet and said retention portion. 

21 . (Currently Amended) a n^.thod nf assembling an e?cpandabl? ^^orh^m Rarpeflt 
comprising: 

pr^v^r^in p ahj^ofbent ^.nm pnsite havin g ^ length, oppositf^ ends and opposite 
dHP. regions, said absorbent co m r"^^T« comnrisinff a bacKsheet, a topsheet and a 
r^t^tion portion dtsnosed betw e '-n .^id haj^ksheet and said topsheet, wherein said 
hnck^heet comnri^^s at least one formed along at lea.<it one of saic^ opposite sid e 
re gions, wher^m said retention nnrtion compr ises at least one fold fi>rmgd along of ^ 
Xf^^^ one of said npnoMte side r e oiotis. wherein said at least one fold of said retenti on 
portion is interfnidfid with sai d «t one fold of said bacl^heef, wherein said 
absorbent composite is later ^ Hv exnandable ftt least at said opposite ends there of 
wherein said ^ Wat one fold nf said backs heet ifi unfoldable alonR at least said 
o pposite ends of aaid aKsorbent rnm pn^ite. wherein said topshef^t comprises at leas t 
9ne fold interfolried with said hack sheet and ^aid rRtentinn portion. Vxc mcthod of 

Claim 7 wherein said top sheet defines an outermost surface of the absorbent garment 
on a bodyside surface thereof along at least a longitudinal axis centered between said 
opposite side regions, and wherein said top sheet is configured to be directly exposed 
to a body of the user along an entire length of said top sheet along said lotigitudinal 



axis; 



nroviding a D3^r nf front bodv nanels havm p lateral inboar d and outhoar ^ 



edges; 
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^r-^rAAir.f. . p«ir rear bod y P""^'*' ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^"^"^ outboard edges; 

c«^.,rin p inboard ed e ^° said front bndv ranelg tQ s^iid opPP^ite side 
r.f,i ^ns nf ^id ab'.n.'hent composit e- ^« nn^. of 5iaid onno'?it<^ en<1s of !^fti4 absQf»?ent 
cQmposite: and 

^o...^np ..iH inhnard edges ^.f .^id rear bods^ nan.'ls to f?a1d opposite Side 
re gions of said ^ Wrhent com p osite at said other of said opposite ends pf said 
flhanTbent composite. 
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